 Instructions for Second-Stage Review for Comprehensiveness

If peer review approves the scientific requirements for comprehensiveness, and the CCSG application is expected to be funded at any level, NCI Program staff will ask the Center to provide a summary of the institution’s programs in lay and professional training and education and in community outreach. The NCI IRG (Parent Committee) determines whether to recognize the center as comprehensive based on documentation of BOTH the education/training and community service/outreach components addressed in this document. 

Many organizations that are dedicated exclusively to health care call themselves comprehensive cancer centers based on their self-assessment of their prevention, diagnostic, and treatment services. However, the term “comprehensive” as used by the NCI requires more than state-of-the-art care and services and includes a strong research base interactive with a wide spectrum of prevention, care, education, information and dissemination activities that broadly serve communities, regions of the country and often the Nation. These activities are supported by a broad array of Federal and non-Federal funding sources, such as research grants and contracts, prevention and control grants, training grants, education grants, state awards, and private donations. 

· Education and Training of Biomedical Researchers and Health Care Professionals: The cancer center must sponsor or participate in education and training of biomedical researchers and health care professionals. Training of biomedical researchers includes appropriate programs for training MDs, and PhDs in laboratory, clinical and public health research (including cancer prevention and/or cancer control research). In Summary 2 format, provide a listing of training grants that support the training of future cancer researchers, including those in nursing, medicine, and population sciences.  Describe briefly your training activities in these areas. Indicate the total number of trainees and the number of under-represented minorities and special populations recruited to these programs.  Discuss your minority recruitment efforts in the narrative, including significant accomplishments and hurdles. 

Cancer centers also should sponsor continuing education programs for practicing health care professionals (e.g., technicians, nurses, physicians) in the community or region served by the cancer center.  These activities should cover a spectrum of topic areas, including early detection, diagnosis, treatment, and rehabilitation, and quality of life.  Programs focused on cancer prevention and on encouraging community health care professionals to accrue patients to cancer clinical trials should also be provided. List the continuing education programs conducted by your center for health care professionals and briefly summarize these  efforts in a narrative description.  

· Community Service and Outreach: A comprehensive cancer center must define the community or region that it serves, and maintain productive outreach efforts to address issues of major concern to that community. When the service regions of comprehensive cancer centers overlap, centers must work with or complement each other. Programs or activities must address cancers of highest incidence, morbidity and mortality within the community and the region and the needs of populations with disproportionate cancer incidence and mortality rates (e.g., minorities, Native Americans, people over age 65). Through leadership, technical assistance, advice, and other services, comprehensive cancer centers must facilitate NCI funded outreach programs (e.g., CIS) and the programs of other local organizations (e.g., State Health Departments, State Cancer Plans, American Cancer Society Divisions) in their service area, as well as sponsor and encourage other local efforts through community organizations (e.g., hospices, support groups), hospitals and businesses.

In this section of the application:

- Define the center’s local or regional, national and/or international area of primary influence (e.g., catchment area) in terms of geography and population demographics, and discuss relevant cancer issues and problems; describe any special populations. 
- Discuss how the Center establishes priorities and uses its available expertise and  resources to address cancer incidence and mortality within the community. 
- Provide a listing of outreach activities within the community, including those that address the special cancer problems within the community, along with any other supporting documentation,  and discuss your outreach efforts in the narrative. 
- Discuss  collaborations with for profit or not for profit programs, and with other centers, community hospitals, and private oncology practices in overlapping service areas  to develop complementary outreach efforts that maximally benefit the community and provide a listing of these collaborations. 
- Discuss how the Center evaluates the impact of its outreach and dissemination activities.
